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Versailles Treaty: The German Colonies (June 28, 1919)

Section .
German Colonies.

Article 119.

Germany renounces in favour of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers all her rights and
titles over her oversea possessions.

Article 120.

All movable and immovable property in such territories belonging to the German Empire or to
any German State shall pass to the Government exercising authority over such territories, on
the terms laid down in Article 257 of Part IX (Financial Clauses) of the present Treaty. The
decision of the local courts in any dispute as to the nature of such property shall be final.

Article 121.

The provisions of Sections | and IV of Part X (Economic Clauses) of the present Treaty shall
apply in the case of these territories whatever be the form of Government adopted for them.

Article 122.

The Government exercising authority over such territories may make such provisions as it thinks
fit with reference to the repatriation from them of German nationals and to the conditions upon
which German subjects of European origin shall, or shall not, be allowed to reside, hold
property, trade or exercise a profession in them.



Article 123.

The provisions of Article 260 of Part IX (Financial Clauses) of the present Treaty shall apply in
the case of all agreements concluded with German nationals for the construction or exploitation
of public works in the German oversea possessions, as well as any sub-concessions or
contracts resulting therefrom which may have been made to or with such nationals.

Article 124.

Germany hereby undertakes to pay, in accordance with the estimate to be presented by the
French Government and approved by the Reparation Commission, reparation for damage
suffered by French nationals in the Cameroons or the frontier zone by reason of the acts of the
German civil and military authorities and of German private individuals during the period from
January 1, 1900, to August 1, 1914,

Article 125.

Germany renounces all rights under the Conventions and Agreements with France of November
4,1911, and September 28, 1912, relating to Equatorial Africa. She undertakes to pay to the
French Government, in accordance with the estimate to be presented by that Government and
approved by the Reparation Commission, all the deposits, credits, advances, etc., effected by
virtue of these instruments in favour of Germany.

Article 126.

Germany undertakes to accept and observe the agreements made or to be made by the Allied
and Associated Powers or some of them with any other Power with regard to the trade in arms
and spirits, and to the matters dealt with in the General Act of Berlin of February 26, 1885, the
General Act of Brussels of July 2, 1890, and the conventions completing or modifying the same.

Article 127.

The native inhabitants of the former German oversea possessions shall be entitled to the
diplomatic protection of the Governments exercising authority over those territories.
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