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Personal tastes in home furnishings changed in the 1950s. Opinion polls show that the 
popularity of traditional, massive, ornate furniture declined significantly in favor of modern, 
straightforward designs. Sideboards, heavy chairs, and chandeliers gave way to simpler 
cupboards, floor lamps, and the Nierentisch (kidney-shaped table), which became the symbol of 
the domestic culture of the time. 
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Source: Elisabeth Noelle, Peter Neumann, The Germans. Public Opinion Polls 1947-1960. 
Allensbach, 1967, pp. 134-40.  


